
 

 

 

Dear Colleague, 

As an effort to promote transparency and accountability to the constituents we serve, I have 

introduced the Read the Bills Act of 2013.  I am seeking cosponsors for this bill. 

Taking effect beginning with the 114th Congress, the Read the Bills Act would make four 

important changes to the way Congress does business.  

First, it provides that our offices have ample time to review legislation before voting on it.  An 

exception is provided for declaring war.  

Second, it requires all votes on passage be taken by roll call, thus putting every member of 

Congress on the record for every law we pass.   

Third, it provides that legislation show in context how it modifies existing law, using the 

underline and strikethrough devices, and the same practice applied for amendments to 

proposed bills. This will make legislation dramatically easier for us and our staff to review. 

Finally, it extends our Constitutional Authority Statement requirement to Senate bills, and to 

resolutions.  You can review the bill at: http://bentivolio.house.gov/read-the-bills-act  

It is a basic moral question that a member of Congress should only vote to pass legislation 

having read and understood it.  Every law affects how the American people live: who prospers 

and who suffers; who receives help and who is hurt; who is regulated and who benefits.  It is a 

dereliction of our Oath of Office to pass laws without knowing what they do. 

It is also an issue of which the American people have taken notice.  They hear about legislation 

surreptitiously snuck through Congress, and we lose their trust.  This is not acceptable.  We need 

to review and understand every bill that receives a vote.  Moreover, the American people need to 

know in advance what we are doing.  It is our duty as public servants to be transparent to the 

constituents we represent. 

To cosponsor this important bill, please contact my legislative assistant, Adam de Angeli, at 

adam.deangeli@mail.house.gov or extension 6-8753. 

     Sincerely Yours, 

A   

Kerry Bentivolio 

Michigan’s 11th District  
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